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Program Note:

allemansrditten refers to a right to public access of wilderness, recognized in the
countries of Austria, Belarus, Estonia, Finland, Iceland, Latvia, Norway, Scotland,
Sweden, Switzerland, and the Czech Republic. With an exception to economic
exploits, citizens of these nations enjoy the freedom to travel on public and
privately owned land, primarily for recreation, without much impediment. As a
born-and-raised citizen of the United States, | was shocked to learn that the
"Land of the Free" did not enjoy this particular freedom, despite the fact that |
spent most of my childhood camping on private land in the Appalachian forests
of Western Maryland. | was living the life of an outlaw according to the books,
with little consequence. For others, elsewhere, the anxious straight and narrow
leads to destruction regardless.

allemansrditten, for orchestra, reflects on the shock one feels when first
recognizing the disconnect between a nation’s truth and a nation’s fiction. For
me, | discovered it at age six in an isolated corner of the woods, in bubble wrap.
For others, the discovery happens as soon as cognition kicks in, and is instilled in
the child via the parent or guardian for their continued safety as early as
possible. | discovered that what came naturally to me as a child was illegal to the
world at large, to the State, and that the discovery was indicative of a much
larger dynamic which would be revealed in time. If | were someone else, living a
different life, in a different place, with different skin, such illegal "being” would
give rise to state-sanctioned annihliation of my bodu.

Dedicated to Dr. Beena Butool

"I write you in your 15th year. | am writing you because this was the
year you saw Eric Garner choked to death for selling cigarettes;
because you know now that Renisha McBride was shot for seeking
help, that John Crawford was shot down for browsing in a
department store. And you have seen men in uniform drive by and
murder Tamir Rice, a 12-year-old child whom they were oath-
bound to protect.

And you know now, if you did not before, that the police
departments of your country have been endowed with the
authority to destroy your body. It does not matter if the destruction
is the result of an unfortunate overreaction. It does not matter if it
originates in a misunderstanding. It does not matter if the
destruction springs from a foolish policy. Sell cigarettes without the
proper authority and your body can be destroyed. Turn into a dark
stairwell and your body can be destroyed. The destroyers will
rarely be held accountable...

Mostly they will receive pensions...”

- Ta-Nehisi Coates, Letter to My Son
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